
Evolution and Development of Strategic Thought 

a. Credit Hours 3-0 

b.  Course Code:SS-825 

c. Course Title 

 Evolution and Development of Strategic Thought 

d. Course Description 

This course tracks the historical evolution of grand strategic thought. A 

conceptual history of grand strategy, it traces what people meant when they 

employed the term. The course explores the basic and standard definitions of 

strategic and how strategic thinking evolved with time. The course will be the 

first port of call for learners of strategy who want to check up on the 

development of land strategy in the eighteenth century, maritime strategy in 

the nineteenth century, nuclear strategy in the twentieth century, or 

counterinsurgency strategy in the twenty-first century.   

e. Course Objectives 

The purpose of “Evolution and Development of Strategic Thought” is to 

understand the relationship of the conduct of warfare to the development of 

strategic thought, i.e., the impact of the “lessons of warfare” upon thinking 

about the conduct of future warfare. The student will learn the history of the 

conduct of war through the development of strategic thought. Strategic 

thought is the accumulated concept of using violence for political purposes, 

usually the defense or destruction of a particular regime or form of 

government and, sometimes, the society it represents. “Government” can 

mean any form of communal decision-making ranging from a tribal council to 

a modern parliamentary democracy of a nation-state.  

f. Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course, students should be able to:  

 Demonstrate a good understanding of key concepts and perspectives 

used to discuss and theorize strategy and be familiar with critical 

debates in the evolution of strategic thinking.  

  Understand the role of strategy as not just explanatory but also as 

constitutive of policy and the perceived policy options available. 



 Be familiar with the development of strategic thinking and prominent 

strategists in the field of strategic studies. 

g. Course Content 

Week 1: What is Strategy? 

Week 2:  Evolution and Development of Strategic Thought – The Origins 

– An Art of War 

Week 3: - An Introduction Strategic Thinkers 

 - Sun Tzu – Chinese Strategic Thought 

Week 4: Kautilya – Indian Strategic Thought 

 Ibn Khaldun - Islamic Strategic Thought 

Week 5: - The Rise of the Nation-State and Strategic Thought 

- Machiavelli, The Prince 

- The Role of Strategic Theory 

Week 6: - Political & Strategic Power – Carl von Clausewitz 

- Clausewitz, On War – The Aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars  

- Critical Analysis of Strategic Thought 

Week 7:  “Is Clausewitz the Creator of Modern Strategic Thought?” 

Week 8: - The Military-Technological Revolution and the       

    Industrial Nation-State  

- Liddle-Hart – Indirect Approach 

- Contemporary Strategic Thought  

Week 9: Mid-Term Exam  

Week 10: “Was the Emergence of Modern Warfare the Result of 

Technological or    Political Change?” 

Week 11: - Modern Military Thought 

- The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783 

Week 12: The Post-Modern Way of War 

Week 13: World War II and Its Consequences 

Week 14: War in the Nuclear Age 

Week 15: Nuclear Strategies of the Modern World  

Week 16:  Final Exam 
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